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FOR THE YEAR ONLY 8 FLOATS PARADE---NOT TO BE MISSED

Morioka Hachimangu shrine, established some 340 years
ago, had been a tutelary shrine of theNambu province in
the Edo period. The Dashi floats of Morioka-Hachiman-
gu Festival—or Morioka Aki-matsuri autumn festival—
the biggest festival for a tutelary deity— held annually
from Sept.14 to16, started in 1709 to celebrate the com-
pletion of 23 towns around the former Morioka-jo Castle. . AN
Beautifully decorated floats, called Nambu- furyu dashi, march around the C|ty for
three days. Each team spends almost half a year to complete its for-the-year-only
float by featuring famous scenes of Kabuki plays or legendary scenes of the history.
Almost 100 members of each float-team pull thier float, or perform traditional folk
tunes called “Nambu-kiyari-ondo chants” which is the highlight of the festival. Children
become Kodaiko drummers over two-weeks'’ training prior to the festival. Some ladies
and girls march charmingly in the front row in their Tekomai style which is the
traditional festive attire of the Shinto.

Main attractions: parades & ceremony
“Hachiman-kudari Parade” ®@1PM,Sept.14,Mon. ®Hachiman-dori St.
“Dashi Oemaki evening Parade” ®6PM,Sept.15,Tue. ®Odori St.
“Yabusame” (discharging arrows ceremony on horseback) OGE
®1PM,Sept.16,Wed. ®Morioka Hachimangu Shrine
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